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ALBANY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, BALI SCHOOLS EDUCATION INITIATIVE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]:  I will talk about a tremendous initiative being undertaken by Albany 
Senior High School teacher Ray Lucas and his year 8 classes and prefects.  Six years ago Mr Lucas, who had 
travelled extensively throughout Indonesia, was impressed by the high priority that Indonesian families placed 
on education, with parents sacrificing everything to obtain a better education for their children.  The biggest 
drawback to this is a lack of income.  A good education is an escape from the poverty that their parents faced.  
Mr Lucas selected SMU Yayasan Dharma Praja, in the district of Badung, which is one of the poor schools in 
Bali.  The headmaster, Dari I Ketut Oka Sudana, supplies yearly the names and status of the poorest 
academically inclined students in the school.  Mr Lucas’s students and prefects raise $50 for each student per 
year, which helps to pay for fees, books and uniforms for one year.  Any surplus funds are used for pens, paper, 
rulers, staplers etc.  They have also sent obsolete computers and typewriters to the school.  The Asia access 
program at the school also helps to finance the purchase of materials.  The year 8 students raise money by selling 
chocolates out of school.  Some students such as Sam Bruce, Meg Harvey, Sonja De Jong, Sarah Robinson, Neil 
McNulty-Cooper and Caitlin Pascov have excelled in their fundraising efforts.  The students are also tagged to 
Balinese students so that they can establish a penpal relationship.  Many of these past penpal relationships still 
continue today.  All money is accounted for, both here and in Bali.  This is a tremendous initiative by the school.  
We do not hear enough of these good-news stories involving our youth of today.  Well done, Albany Senior 
High School! 
 


